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the sun had infused some of his warmth into the chilly world
around us. I reclined against a skin containing, as I thought,
salt or sugar. It was a skin of water frozen hard, for they
had laid the water bags round about the fire to thaw them !
My thermometer, placed outside the tent, recorded 27° Fahr.
—five degrees of frost. To think of such things in Arabia,
proverbial for its fierce heat! Yet for the past month or
more, at Riyadh and in the desert and at Hufuf, there had
been frost and ice at frequent intervals. It was one of the
coldest winters in the memory of living men, and it was cer-
tainly my first experience and knowledge of temperatures
actually below freezing-point in Najd. No wonder that the
sand h'ad seemed like ice under foot, burning my soles as with
red-hot needles !
Our camp lay in a hollow surrounded by dunes, and the
mist, a good deal lighter than on the previous day, allowed a
fairly clear view for several miles around. But the scene was
utterly featureless except for the low hillock of Thuwair, to
which we should come early in the day's march. The sea was
said to lie to our eastward a good day's journey by express
camel.
The transport animals having preceded us by 10 minutes,
we started off at 9 a.m. after a good warm breakfast of boiled
rice. In less than an hour, marching over low sandy downs
succeeded by a vast flat plain of light gravel, we came to the
group of low parallel ridges that constitute Thuwair. Two
hillocks, some distance apart, rise substantially higher than
the general level of the ridges and, sending the baggage train
ahead, a small party of us ascended one of them to enjoy such
view as might be afforded by its summit. According to my
companions the palm-groves of Hasa can easily be seen from
here on a fine day, but we saw nothing but mist. The Thuwair
tract extends some three miles east and west with sand all
round, the short ridges being echeloned one behind another.
Its surface, lightly covered with sand and profusely strewn
with hard white pellets of the disintegrated parent rock,
seemed to be whitish sandstone,1 weathering to a pale pinkish
hue. Whether it is a normal marine sedimentary formation
1 For geological and petrological details see Appendix.

